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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to application 10/696,359 filed November 27, 
2003. Claims 1-12 are pending in the application and have been examined. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to because figure 1 does not contain any text labels 
for clarity. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required 
in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-12 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bum (US 
PgPub 2004/0039575). 

5. Consider claim 1 , Bum teaches a digital sound file playback reproducer (figures 
2-7, comprising: 

a housing (figure 3A, housing 100); 

a connection port located at one side of said housing for an external recording 
medium having sound files stored thereon to connect thereto (figure 2, memory slot 
120); 

a sound source output unit located at one side of said housing, (figure 6, 
earphone jack 650); and 

a processing unit (CPU 340, figure 4) located inside said housing and electrically 
connected to said connection port (USB Port 320, through interface 330) and said 
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sound source output (through decoder 370 and DAC 380) unit for picking up and 
processing sound files in said externally connected recording medium, and sending said 
processed sound files to said sound source output unit (The CPU 340 is connected to 
the key input unit 310 and the interface unit 330. The CPU 340 integrally controls the 
respective elements of the system to perform an operation corresponding to a key 
signal by processing the key signal applied to the key input unit 310, requests and 
receives MP3 data from the flash disk, and instructs the received MP3 data to be 
applied to a specific path. Further, the CPU 340 is provided with a USB host function to 
transmit MP3 data applied to the flash disk to a specific path through the interface unit 
330; paragraph 0036). 

6. Consider claim 2, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein said connection port is a USB port (Figure 4, USB port 320). 

7. Consider claim 3, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein said sound source output unit comprises a headphone jack 
(figure 6, earphone jack 650). 

8. Consider claim 4, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein said processing unit includes at least a controller (Figure 4, 
CPU 340), a decoder (decoder 370), a digital-to-analog converter (DAC 380), and an 
amplifier (The converted analog data are amplified by an amplification means (for 
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example, power amplifier) and the amplified analog data are output through the speaker 
to the outside at step S460; paragraph 0044). 

9. Consider claim 5, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 1 , further comprising an operating unit located at an outer side of said 
housing and electrically connected to said processing unit for controlling playback of 
said digital sound files (Figure 4, the key input unit 310 functions to generate a key 
signal to instruct the MP3 player 100 to execute specific operations (for example, 
reproduction, volume up/down, operation start/end, music selection); paragraph 0035). 

10. Consider claim 6, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 5, wherein said operating unit includes a plurality of keys (Figure 4, the 
key input unit 310 functions to generate a key signal to instruct the MP3 player 100 to 
execute specific operations (for example, reproduction, volume up/down, operation 
start/end, music selection); paragraph 0035). 

1 1 . Consider claim 7, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 5, wherein said operating unit includes a display panel for displaying 
operation and/or playback status (figure 4, display 360). 
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12. Consider claim 8, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 6, wherein said operating unit includes a display panel for displaying 
operation and/or playback status (figure 4, display 360). 

13. Consider claim 9, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 1 , further comprising a power supply unit electrically connected to said 
processing unit for providing working power needed by said digital sound file playback 
reproducer to work normally (...displays the initial status of the MP3 player 100 for 
example, the attachment and detachment of the flash disk, and the remaining power of 
a battery paragraph 0043). 

14. Consider claim 10, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 9, wherein said power supply unit comprises at least one battery 
(...displays the initial status of the MP3 player 100 for example, the attachment and 
detachment of the flash disk, and the remaining power of a battery paragraph 0043). 

1 5. Consider claim 1 1 , Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein said sound files are MP3 (MPEG Audio Layer-3) files (The 
host processing device 600 of the present invention is connected to the external storage 
medium 610 through the digital interface 620, reads a media file, such as MP3, WMA, 
AVI, WMV or MPG file, and processes the media file...; paragraph 0046). 
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16. Consider claim 12, Bum teaches the digital sound file playback reproducer as 
claimed in claim 1 , wherein said sound files are WMA (Windows Media Audio) files (the 
host processing device 600 of the present invention is connected to the external storage 
medium 610 through the digital interface 620, reads a media file, such as MP3, WMA, 
AVI, WMV or MPG file, and processes the media file... paragraph 0046). 

Conclusion 

17. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure is listed on the notices of references cited, USPTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Douglas C. Godbold whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1451 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 7:00am- 
4:30pm Friday 7: 00am-3: 30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick Edouard can be reached on (571) 272-7603. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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